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The African Renaissance seeks to repudiate the 
principal American and Euro-centric ideational 
structures that constitute the foundations of 
the dominant order that has always defined 
the peripheral locus and irrelevance of the 
black world in the universe.
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The African Renaissance concept codifies the gravity of the existential challenges of Africa while critically 
defining the strategies of transcending, 
transforming and emancipating Africa 
and its peoples from the shackles of its 
ancient travails, expressed in its fractious 
socio-economic and political spaces 
and associated chronic and pervasive 
underdevelopment. 
These challenges, the outcome 
of slavery, classic colonialism, 
settler colonialism, Apartheid, self-
repudiation and many expressions 
of identity defections of Africans and 
their descendants, have spanned from 
antiquity to contemporary times. The 
African Renaissance thus advances the 
struggle for holistic emancipation by 
taking off from where the armed and 
revolutionary struggle for liberation 
took pause. From this comprehensive 
and long term perspective, the armed 
struggle was a preliminary imperative 
to create the political and structural/
relational conditions to launch the 
African Renaissance as the final offensive 
to achieve holistic and total liberation of 
not just South Africa but the totality of 
the African continent, and indeed, the 
totality of black humanity.  
The scope of the African Renaissance 
is thus Pan-African. Veterans of 
Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK), as well as 
the ANC Veterans’ League, must see 
in the advancement of the African 
Renaissance the tradition of the historic 
struggle being revived. It is the natural 
evolution of their historic revolutionary 
engagements. There is therefore 
no other realistic choice before the 
Veterans' League. The revolutionary 
struggle, the armed phase of the 
struggle, itself was ultimately to advance 
the African Renaissance that was, in the 
final analysis, the defining motif of the 
liberation of Africa's broken political 
space. The courageous young men and 
women weaned in the 1960s, ’70s and 
’80s who bore horrendous sacrifices 
in the armed struggle, now constitute 
the bulk of the MK Veterans and the 
Veterans’ League of the historic African 
National Congress. They are therefore 
the historic inheritors of the legacy 
of the radical call up again to arms 
sounded by the African Renaissance. It 
is demonstrative of an unending lifelong 
‘a luta continua’. This ‘luta’ however 
is of a different character, even if the 
struggle is no less arduous.
Against the background of the 
African Renaissance as a desired 
visionary and revolutionary outcome 
proclaimed in the 1940s by the Youth 
Wing of the ANC as integral to the 
progressive radicalisation of the African 
National Congress, the end of apartheid 
raised hopes that South Africa, under 
the leadership of the African National 
Congress, would inject a new dynamism 
and provide leadership for progressive 
forces in the post cold war era in black 
Africa. It was felt that South Africa could 
not escape this African destiny. Under 
Thabo Mbeki’s presidency, the radical 
impulse of African Renaissance driven 
South African foreign policy was fully 
deployed in its robust interventions in 
Africa. But first, what is the Renaissance 
up against?
The totality of the idea of the African 
Renaissance, at a conceptual level, may 
be understood as a black-centered 
counterpoise to the dominant structure 
of ideas and the norms and institutions 
that govern relations in the global system 
to the detriment of Africans. Its assertive 
Africanist worldview contrasts sharply 
with the negative understandings and 
interpretations of the African cosmology 
by not only extra-African powers but 
also implied by Africans themselves, 
sometimes even wittingly.  The African 
Renaissance therefore seeks to repudiate 
the principal American and Euro-centric 
ideational structures that constitute the 
foundations of the dominant order that 
have always defined the peripheral 
locus and irrelevance of the black 
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Renaissance is also a process of and a 
constructivist paradigm for action. Its 
philosophical roots can be traced to 
the heterogeneous traditions of the 
structure of African belief systems and 
values and its multiple expressions. It 
synthesises the positive elements of 
these traditions with Pan-Africanist 
ideals into a coherent system of ideas 
to guide common approaches to the 
multifarious challenges before Africans. 
In the formulation of epistemological 
institutions dedicated to the reversal of 
extra-African structures of knowledge, 
the renaissance seeks first and 
foremost to deconstruct and through 
consolidation reconstruct the divisive 
definitions of the identities of African 
peoples and thereby reaffirm the 
commonality of interests of all African 
peoples. The African Renaissance 
thus revolves around the three 
pivotal elements of transcendentalism, 
transformation and emancipation. 
These, together, distill the historical and 
experiential impulses of African societies 
at the end of the twentieth century. 
The African Renaissance expresses a 
changed cognitive complexity in the 
interpretation of historical forces that 
have moulded developments in Black 
Africa and African responses adopted as 
a result.   
This discourse is located at a 
critical historical conjuncture. These 
developments have thrust newer 
realities that must impel the endeavour 
to translate the emerged profound 
challenges into opportunities, into a 
launching pad to re-galvanise Africa 
in truly renaissant and emancipatory 
directions. The end of the twentieth 
century coincided with the dissipation 
of historical conjunctures that had been 
central to the social construction of the 
world of Black Africa. These historical 
conjunctures were constituted by the 
confluence of four major developments. 
These developments include the end 
of the Cold War that made bankrupt 
the traditional calculus of super power 
strategic concerns. This had a potential 
to put an end to the manipulation of 
African states and crises as pawns in grand 
global strategies across the ideological 
lines of the Cold War. The second is the 
delegitimation of the concept of spheres 
of influence maintained by neo-colonial 
forces. A third was the final defeat of 
apartheid in South Africa.  Finally, the 
paradoxes of a globalisation process set 
in motion by the end of the Cold War 
has called into question the relevance of 
colonially inspired political institutions 
that have remained dysfunctional to 
the transformation, emancipation and 
developmental aspirations of African 
peoples. The twentieth century, as a 
historical era, was underpinned by 
dominant American and Euro-centric 
structures of knowledge and values 
which defined the numerous identities 
of black peoples, imposed contra-pulling 
interests and reinforced the hegemony 
of the extra-African structures of ideas 
within the African world.
Two decades into the new 
millennium, the ascendance of 
populism, extreme right wing 
conservatism and nativist inclinations in 
Euro-America have raised the spectre of 
old fashioned open racism anew. The 
potential of blatant institutional assaults 
on and reverses to the infinitesimal 
gains on realigning the global system 
on egalitarian principles is regrettably 
profound. This applies to the terms 
of trade with the advanced industrial 
systems, development, health and 
hegemonic cultural impositions, 
often dubbed soft power, as well as 
in national interest inspired partisan 
intrusions of hegemonic forces in Africa's 
management of its numerous crises, as 
was demonstrated in Cote d'Ivoire and 
Libya. Africa's mostly unviable states 
would seem further challenged to rise 
up to the menacing new international 
climate. African unity, expressed 
through the consolidation of its many 
unviable states is a strategic imperative 
especially in the context of an evolved 
global environment that grows more 
complex and more determined to 
maintain a deleterious status quo by 
the day.
Accordingly, in its repudiation of the 
dominant extra-African structures of 
knowledge and values as the pivots of 
the organisation of society and the locus 
of the peoples of Africa within the global 
spectrum, the African Renaissance 
challenges the structural/relational 
foundations on which the superstructure 
of the international system is built. 
This international realm is founded on 
colonially inspired and hegemonic alien 
structures of knowledge that transformed 
the historical geography of Africa in 
a few years. The penetration of these 
alien forces into Africa truncated the 
trajectory of developments in societies. 
It put in its stead incongruous ideas and 
institutions that confused identities of 
the peoples and instituted an arbitrary 
divisive redefinition of the allegiances 
of the continent.  These, in turn, 
have sporned pervasive illegitimacies 
and multidimensional crises in post-
colonial and post settlement/post 
liberation structures and institutions that 
have remained the challenge of 
black Africa in the second half of the 
twentieth century. 
These extra-African structures of 
knowledge, which have dominated 
the African space since, created new 
contentions among black Africans as 
a result of the alienating impact of 
the structures of ideas, values and 
institutions which were the bases of the 
social construction of the black world. 
Africa’s relations with the universe, 
the dominant values and worldviews, 
the rules and norms that governed 
intra-African relations and the place of 
black Africa in the universal scheme 
of affairs were thus externally derived. 
The African Renaissance confronts 
this construction of the African world 
as a philosophy and a paradigm of 
action. The implication of Mandela’s 
accentuation of the Africanness of the 
Bantu is to challenge the legitimacy of 
post-colonial and conservative identities 
and interests imposed by the alien 
imposed regime.1 
The end of  
apartheid raised 
hopes that South 
Africa, under the 
leadership of the 
African National 
Congress, would inject 
a new dynamism and 
provide leadership for 
progressive forces in 
the post cold war era 
in black Africa.
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Thabo Mbeki rose to the challenge of 
distilling the elements and revalidating 
the instrumentality of the African 
Renaissance as the strategic navigational 
compass to meet the evolved challenges 
of Africa's post/neo coloniality and in 
the post settlement in South Africa as 
well as in post liberation in Southern 
Africa. In this Mbeki rearmed Africa 
with a much needed compass to rise 
above its ancient debilitations. As its 
preeminent disciple and indefatigable 
advocate Thabo Mbeki, expounding on 
the African Renaissance, highlights that 
all Africans throughout our Continent 
are fully aware of the fundamental 
challenge all of us face that we must 
successfully and urgently address. He 
named the interconnected phenomena 
of the eradication of the poverty of the 
billion African masses of the African 
Continent. In identifying the elements 
of the African progressive agenda, 
Mbeki enthused that the African masses 
know that some of the major challenges 
our countries face, constituting the 
strategic national and therefore African 
interest, are:
• establishing genuinely democratic 
systems of government, including 
accountable State systems;
• entrenching peace, security and 
stability;
• achieving national and social 
cohesion as well as social 
development;
• eradicating poverty and 
underdevelopment through 
sustained and sustainable economic 
growth and equitable economic 
development;
• ensuring African integration and 
unity; and
• securing Africa’s rightful place 
among the world community of 
nations.
To conclude, Thabo Mbeki 
affirmed that all these outcomes, 
which are critical to the realisation of 
fundamental social transformation, can 
only be achieved through conscious, 
purposeful and concerted action by 
ourselves as Africans. He argued and 
firmly proposed that the goals identified 
constitute the core of the contemporary 
African progressive agenda. It therefore 
follows that to achieve them demands of 
the African progressive forces that they 
discharge their responsibilities to ensure 
their realisation. This constitute the new 
definitive charge in the new phase of 
the continuing ‘a luta continua’. 
These are consistent with the ANC's 
post-Liberation ideology codified in 
its National Democratic Revolution 
agenda. As a member of the Socialist 
International, the ANC also identifies 
the redressing of socio-economic 
differences stemming from colonial- 
and apartheid-era policies as a central 
focus of its policy. The National 
Democratic Revolution (NDR) is 
described as a process through which 
the National Democratic Society (NDS) 
is achieved; a society in which people 
are intellectually, socially, economically 
and politically empowered. The drivers 
of the NDR are also called the motive 
forces and are defined as the elements 
within society that gain from the success 
of the NDR. Using contour plots or 
concentric circles the centre represents 
the elements in society that gain the 
most out of the success of the NDR. 
Moving away from the centre results 
in the reduction of the gains that those 
elements derive. It is generally believed 
that the force that occupies the centre 
of those concentric circles in countries 
with low unemployment is the working 
class while in countries with higher levels 
of unemployment it is the unemployed. 
The ANC'S NDR mirrors key principles 
and tenets of the African Renaissance at 
the domestic level.
On its part, the ANCYL has 
incorporated the primacy of the 
African Renaissance in its agenda in 
the post settlement. It notes that in the 
last 53 years the ANCYL established 
itself as an active, militant and leading 
youth organisation in the country. It 
recalls that at its founding, it provided 
the ANC with a clearer creed of African 
Nationalism which for the first time 
enabled the ANC to clearly appraise 
and understand the South African 
conflict, and hence formulate a radical 
and militant program of action. The 
Youth League avers that in the post 
settlement the African Renaissance 
is central to the task of building a 
democratic and prosperous South 
Africa. It concludes that South Africa 
cannot grow and develop economically 
as an island in an ocean of poverty all 
around it. The ANCYL charges itself 
to mobilise the South Africa, southern 
African and the entire African youth 
for this task. But, it is also determined 
to also mobilize the progressive youth 
movement throughout the world to 
play a part in this. However the ANCYL 
has to move beyond rhetoric and 
engage in purposeful and meaningful 
action.
The MK Veterans and then Veterans’ 
League of the African National 
Congress is charged to formally:
• adopt the African Renaissance 
project as a natural logical outflow 
of its armed revolutionary struggle in 
the post settlement;
• where necessary, to establish and/or 
strengthen internal party structures 
and mechanisms with responsibility 
to engage in the implementation 
of different aspects of the African 
Renaissance; 
• to serve as a watchdog of the 
integrity of the tenets of the African 
Renaissance;  
• to mobilize itself, its comrades 
and cadres domestically as well as 
engage progressive forces across the 
African continent and internationally 
to advance the goals of the African 
Renaissance. ■ 
Endnote
1 In his statement to the summit meeting of the 
Organization of African Unity in Tunis, Tunisia, held 13-
15 June 1994, President Nelson Mandela committed 
South Africa to the vision of the African Renaissance 
when he reiterated that Africa ‘must, in action, assert 
our will to do so. We must, in action, say that there is 
no obstacle big enough to stop us from bringing about 
a new Africa.  I am happy, Mr. Chairman, to commit 
South Africa to the achievement of these goals’, he 
added.
Thabo Mbeki 
affirmed that all 
these outcomes, 
which are critical 
to the realisation of 
fundamental social 
transformation, can 
only be achieved 
through conscious, 
purposeful and 
concerted action  
by ourselves as 
Africans.
